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shadowed his happiness with gloom. Although
the texts at which he opened his Bible were al-
ways encouraging, cc Yet the enemy injected a
fear, e If thou dost believe, why is there not a
more sensible change ?' " A Moravian told
him that he must not fight with temptations,
but flee from them the moment they appeared,
and take shelter in the wounds of Jesus. Gradu-
ally he felt himself stronger. On the Sunday after
his conversion, he declared, at the house of Hutton,
a God-seeking bookseller with whom he had
lodged, that until the 24th he had not been a
Christian ! The scandal was terrific. He was
attacked as an " enthusiast," a seducer, a setter-
forth of new doctrines. The Buttons, in terror for
their children, thought he had gone mad, and told
him that if he had not been a Christian five days
before, then he must be a consummate hypocrite.
Wesley, however, was confident and calm : he
had not been a Christian, not in the way that he
now was; he had been a mere nominal Christian,
a poor simulacrum, so why not say so ?

But Mrs. Hutton could not let the matter rest
there, and she wrote to Samuel imploring him
either to confine or to convert his brother when
he went to see him, " For after his behaviour on
Sunday s8th, when you hear it, you will think he
is not quite a right man." Strange delusion, wild-
fire, rank fanaticism, such are the words that occur
in her letter. Samuel, correct, uninspired, ortho-
dox, was horrified and remonstrated vigorously,